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Fig. 1. Score distributions for (a) multiple-choice test
and (b) essay-type test. The mean multiple-choice
(essay-type) score is 6.16 (2.89) points out of a possible
15 points.
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Table 1. Percentages picking 4 alternatives, correlation, and discrimination for each question. The alternative of
which percentage is written in boldface indicates the correct answer. The contents in parentheses in this table are

the results for essay-type test, the counterparts of the multiple-choice results.

For example, the number in the

parenthesis next to the percentage of correct multiple-choice answer is that of correct essay-type answer. Here the
‘Correlation’ means the Pearson correlation coefficient(PCC) between total scores and the item scores of the teacher
sample through which the item discrimination is assessed. An item (question) is highly discriminating (H) if PCC
> 0.40, moderately discriminating (M) if PCC is 0.30 ~ 0.39, low discriminating (L) if PCC is 0.20 ~ 0.29, and poorly
or non-discriminating (N) if PCC < 0.20 [9]. In the ‘Discrimination’ given is the item discrimination according to this
criterion. The mean correlation coefficients for multiple-choice test and essay-type test are 0.42 and 0.46 respectively,
indicating the questionnaire is highly discriminating.

Alternatives [%)]

Question Correlation Discrimination
) ® ® @

1 8.1 5.4 67.6(48.6) 18.9 0.18(0.37) N(M)

2 135 45.9 5.4 35.1(21.6) 0.53(0.55) H(H)

3 10.8 32.4(13.5) 43.2 13.5 0.50(0.20) H(L)

4 29.7 27.0(24.3) 43.2 0 0.24(0.65) L(H)

5 8.1 2.7 135 75.7(29.7) 0.37(0.62) M(H)

6 67.6(24.3) 10.8 0 21.6 0.25(0.73) L(H)

7 21.6(8.1) 24.3 40.5 13.5 0.51(0.66) H(H)

8 54.1 2.7 43.2(10.8) 0 0.38(0.42) M(H)

9 45.9 24.3(2.7) 27.0 2.7 0.59(0.46) H(H)

10 21.6 54.1 18.9(2.7) 5.4 0.46(0.46) H(H)

11 13.5 16.2 62.2(45.9) 8.1 0.56(0.56) H(H)

12 24.3(10.8) 32.4 35.1 8.1 0.61(0.52) H(H)

13 29.7(13.5) 29.7 24.3 16.2 0.15(0.05) N(N)

14 2.7 18.9 48.6(32.4) 29.7 0.44(0.70) H(H)

15 8.1(0) 29.7 48.6 13.5 0.55(0.00) H(N)
(2,3, 7,9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15)7} &3] 11 7| & Elgth 280 s B73n Aoty AYRSo] Aty
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o= Rt AEA NEd AANET] BT A elgth 2y AE3 9 AolEs AEATE glojA |
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Table 2. Main misconceptions of elementary school teachers on battery. Source misconceptions for each main miscon-
ception and their percentage in the essay-type response of the corresponding question are presented. Misconceptions
of which total percentage is greater than 15% are selected as main misconceptions and listed in order of magnitude.

Main Misconceptions Sources Percentage Total
(1) In the antiparallel combination of batteries no current flows through MC 3a 21.6%
a battery connected in the reverse direction and thus that battery has MC 3b 18.9% 56.7%
no effect on the circuit. MC 13b 16.2%
MC 1la 10.8%
(2) Application error of Ohm’s law. MC Ta 10.8% 48.6%
MC 8a 16.2%
MC 9b 10.8%
(3) In the anti-series combination of batteries no current flows through MC 2a 29.7% 43.9%
two batteries facing each other. MC 12a 13.5%
(4) A light bulb connected to batteries in series glows the most brightly. MC 15a 21.6% 37.8%
MC 15b 16.2%
(5) The EMF of a battery is constant with time. MC 4a 27.0% 27.0%
(6) Two identical batteries in parallel are equivalent to one identical battery. MC 14b 5.4% 27.0%
MC 15a 21.6%
(7) In th? ant.i—series combinati.on f)f bat‘teries .a battery connected in the MC 12 13.5%
reverse direction or two batteries in series facing each other play a role 24.3%
of electric wire and thus that battery has no effect on the circuit. MG 12¢ 10.8%

(8) The old and used battery plays a role of a resistor. MC 2b 21.6% 21.6%
(9) Charging does not occur between batteries. MC 5a 21.6% 21.6%
. . e L . . MC 11a 13.5%

(10) Topological error in identifying batteries in series or in parallel. MC 11b 9. 7% 16.2%
(11) Two batteries in antiparallel are equivalent to those in series. MC 13a 16.2% 16.2%
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Table 3. Results of ANOVA for different group variables [gender, education, teaching career, high school depart-
ment(liberal arts or science), having taken a high school physics course, university department, and interest in science]
to see if there is significant difference in elementary school teachers’ understanding on battery. In this table, the
multiple-choice result and the corresponding essay-type result are given together with the latter in parenthesis. In-
terest in science was classified into three groups (fine, medium, and poor) in the original questionnaire. As shown in
this table, however, it turned out that two groups [high (fine) and low (medium and poor)] are more appropriate for
classifying interest in science through the Scheffé’s multiple range test.

Group Variable Group N SD F p
Gender Male 15 6.13(3.20) 3.09(2.34) 0.003(0.339) 0.960(0.564)
Female 22 6.18(2.68) 2.75(2.85)
Education Bachelor 32 6.42(3.13) 2.93(2.73) 1.770(1.903) 0.192(0.177)
Master 5 4.60(1.40) 1.82(1.14)
. < 5 Years 18 6.44(3.78) 3.62(3.04)
Teaching
o 5~10 Years 9 5.11(1.11) 1.17(1.27) 0.808(3.506) 0.454(0.041)
areer > 10 Years 10 6.60(2.90) 2.27(2.02)
High School leeltal Arts 21 5.62(2.10) 2.52(2.21) 1.799(4.931) 0.188(0.033)
Department Science 16 6.88(3.94) 3.18(2.84)
ng.h School Not Taken 29 6.14(2.97) 2.77(2.61) 0.009(0.102) 0.923(0.751)
Physics Course Taken 8 6.25(2.63) 3.37(2.88)
University Science Edu.catlon 6 6.50(3.83) 3.73(3.25) 0.098(0.913) 0.756(0.346)
Department Otherwise 31 6.10(2.71) 2.72(2.52)
Interest High 12 8.75(5.25) 3.14(2.96) 28 912(22.920) 0.000(0.000)
in Science Low 25 4.92(1.76) 1.66(1.51)
oA Golu|st 2o] 7} Yot Bapw Bl A= At} 25 AAEY wS sty 4189w S, eFst
o] A 310 (0.14, 0.63)7} 11 (0.43, 0.81), A<= el mE Atty (Med) 325+ 42 6.50(3.83)
o] A9 E37(0.00, 0.19)3} 11 (0.29, 0.69)°] 5% $= I 6.10(2.71) 22 FYA7t §le Ao2 YEgth B
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Table 4. Results of ANOVA (F-test) for the group variable ‘Interest in Science’ in three categories (battery basics,
battery combination, and electricity general) of the questionnaire. The multiple-choice result and the corresponding
essay-type result are given together with the latter in parenthesis.

Category Question Interest in Science M SD F p

Battery Basics 4,6,7,8,9 High 225(1.33) - L6O(LSO) ) eon6.079)  0.186(0.019)

Low 1.64(0.40)  1.11(0.82)
Battery Combination 2,3,5,10,12, High 4.75(2.33) L71(1.44) 27.586(20.686) 0.000(0.000)
13,14,15 Low 2.24(0.72) 1.16(0.74)
Electricity General 1,11 High 1.75(1.58) 0.45(0.51) 12.761(23.653) 0.001(0.000)
Low 1.04(0.64)  0.61(0.57)
v s 2 Ak Fghe] 12.361(12.010) & 1% 53204 1 2 gopla, Es A3 A A, FH, FHES 5
2 f90@ Ao} At A0 stk aA L AR Aol 27 WEow BuEh X d7E
Scheffé ] t}% 9] A A (multiple range test)ol] 2] 3t & HE AurAol 738 wile] st Tu|x st AX 9t e
U4 T (homogencous subsets) 2 FE E3e] AT 7 =4 g osiEelE AA FF& WATH HALS
o Ad4de ARSI EY A aR FHEE L T, & 5 A
St Al o ' PR A Bk &, 8HE FolAl 4
B FUEs B AV(HT RS FHF, Ho2 T
2t o] g Asis 282 gtk A2e Fo VILZ B
FHE A8 5 ol ANOVA(F A7) s 254, Table
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The purpose of the present paper is to examine elementary school teachers’ understanding of and
misconceptions about batteries. In previous surveys, a battery was regarded as a source of EMF only,
but such a model cannot explain many experimental results correctly. Hence in the present paper, a
model of a battery is adopted in which the EMF and the internal resistance are connected in series.
Based on the essential concepts about batteries extracted through the analysis of primary science
textbooks, we developed a questionnaire that consisted of 15 multiple-choice questions and asked
teachers to write the reason for their choice for each question (essay-type test). The questionnaire
was administered to 37 teachers in S elementary school in Incheon. The results of this study,
such as the reliability and the discrimination of the questionnaire, and teachers’ understanding
and misconceptions about batteries, can be summarized as follows: First, as a way of measuring
reliability, the Cronbach’s as for a multiple-choice test and an essay-type test were 0.65 and 0.75,
respectively. The item discrimination was assessed by using the Pearson correlation coefficient
between total scores and the item scores of the teacher sample. The mean correlation coefficients
for the multiple-choice test and the essay-type test were 0.42 and 0.46, respectively, indicating the
questionnaire is highly discriminating. Second, the mean multiple-choice (essay-type) score for the
questionnaire was 6.16 (2.89) points out of a possible 15 points, which corresponded to a rate of
41.1 % (19.3 %) correct answers. Analysis of the essay-type answers revealed elementary teachers’
misconceptions; the most frequent misconceptions were (a) the idea that in antiparallel or anti-series
combinations of batteries, no current flows through a battery connected in the reverse direction
and (b) an error of the application of Ohm’s law. Third, using ANOVA, the difference in the
understanding of batteries was tested according to gender, education, teaching career, high school
department (i.e., liberal arts or science), having taken a physics course in high school, university
department, and interest in science. For the multiple-choice test, only interest in science gave
rise to a significant difference at the 0.01 level. For essay-type test, however, there are significant
differences according to teaching career and high school department at the 0.05 level as well as
according to interest in science at the 0.01 level. As a concluding remark, because elementary
school teachers’ misconceptions originate from the fact that the science education curriculum for
pre-service teachers does not deal with a profound knowledge of batteries, a battery education
program needs to be developed to promote pre-service and in-service teachers’ interest and to help

them understand primary science experiments concerning electricity.
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